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Jersey Law Course Prospectus 2010-11 
The Jersey Law Course provides structured tuition in a supportive environment, delivered by 
experienced academics and local practitioners, for candidates intending to sit the qualifying 
examinations to become Jersey advocates or solicitors. The course, or some modules from it, will 
also be of interest to other law professionals who want to acquire knowledge of one or more areas 
of Jersey law. The course is flexible and part-time, designed to fit around students’ employment 
commitments. Most face-to-face tuition will take place over weekend study sessions. The course 
may be taken either in one year or spread over two or three years.   

How to apply 

As soon as you think you may be interested in the Jersey Law Course, please complete and return 
an expression of interest form (download from www.lawinstitute.ac.je) so that we can keep in 
touch with you.  

Once you have decided to start the course in 2010, please complete and return an application 
form along with a deposit of £100 and a passport size photograph. The closing date for 
applications is Friday 6 August 2010. The first instalment of fees is payable on 27 August 2010 
(see under ‘Fees’, below). 

Who may apply  

The Jersey Law Course is primarily intended for lawyers who will, having passed the examinations, 
be eligible to become an advocate or solicitor in Jersey in accordance with the Advocates and 
Solicitors (Jersey) Law 1997 and the Advocates and Solicitors (Qualifying Examination) Rules 
1997, as amended.  Everyone in this category is guaranteed a place. The relevant legislation can 
be found at http://www.jerseylaw.je/LawStudents/Legislation/default.aspx. Specific queries about 
eligibility to qualify as a lawyer in Jersey should be addressed to the Chairman of the Board of 
Examiners (the Deputy Bailiff, via R.Traisnel@gov.je or telephone 01534 441103) rather than to 
the Institute. 

Particular modules (or indeed the whole course) may also be of interest to lawyers and other 
professionals with substantial legal experience who, while not intending to qualify as a Jersey 
advocate or solicitor, want to acquire knowledge of Jersey law. If you fall into this category you 
may, if you wish, sit examinations in the modules you take or, if you prefer not to take the 
examinations, you may ask for a certificate of attendance. 

Start 

The course begins in the first week of September with an induction event. This will include a 
lecture on an area of Jersey law, distribution of the study guides for the first semester, an 
introduction to the virtual learning environment (see below), a briefing on the examinations, and an 
opportunity to meet tutors and other students. The study weekends start in early October, giving 
you a chance to read through some of the study guides and prepare for the first seminars. 

Duration 

The whole course may be taken in a single academic year or spread over two or three years. The 
1-year, 2-year and 3-year programmes of study all require a substantial investment of personal 
study time outside the study weekends and other classes; for students taking the course in a single 
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year the work load is particularly intense. The draft calendar at the end of this prospectus gives an 
idea of the frequency of study weekends. Individual modules are taught either in the first semester 
(September to December) or second semester (January to May). 

Syllabus 

The Jersey Law Course is based on the curriculum determined by the Bailiff, in consultation with 
the legal profession (http://www.jerseylaw.je/LawStudents/Syllabus/syllabus.aspx). There are five 
core papers. 

 Jersey legal system (including the history of Jersey law, its sources, customary law, the 
writers on Jersey law and the relevance of Norman customary law and English common 
law) and constitutional law 

 Law of contract and the law relating to security on movable property and bankruptcy 

 Testate and intestate succession 

 Law of immovable property and conveyancing 

 Civil procedure and criminal procedure  

In addition, candidates must take one of the following options: 

 Company law 

 Trust law, or 

 Family law. 

Study weekends 

For each module, there will be two weekends (three in the case of the Law of contract and the law 
relating to security on movable property and bankruptcy). These will generally be seminar-style 
sessions, in which you will be required to participate actively, having prepared in advance by 
reading the study guide and the materials available on the virtual learning environment. 

The timetable for a typical study weekend will look something like this, though there will be some 
variation between modules: 

Friday: 5.00-7.30 pm seminar (with short break in the middle) 

Saturday: 10.00-12.00 pm and 1.00-3.00 pm seminars, followed by opportunities to consult 
the visiting or adjunct professors on a one-to-one basis 

Sunday: smaller group tutorials, with students signing up for either a 9.00-12.00 pm class or 
a 1.00-4.00 pm class. 

Students taking the whole course in a single year will have study weekends as follows: 

Semester 1 
(September to 
Christmas) 

 Induction event 
 Jersey Legal System and Constitutional Law  x 2 
 Civil and Criminal Procedure x 2 
 Option paper: either Trusts, Company or Family Law x 2 

  
Semester 2 
(January to 
Easter) 

 Contract Law x 2 
 Security on moveable property and bankruptcy x 1 
 Law of Immoveable Property  x 2 
 Testate and Intestate Succession study x 2 
 Revision sessions for all modules 
 Examinations in six papers in June-July or September 

 
 
Students taking the course over two years will have study weekends as follows: 

Year 1, semester 1  Induction event 
 Jersey Legal System and Constitutional Law x 2 
 Option paper: either Trusts, Company or Family Law x 2 
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The 3-year programme enables students to select a pattern of tuition and examinations to suit their 
particular needs. If the course is being taken for the purpose of qualifying as an advocate or 
solicitor at least two papers must be taken in each year.  

Additional classes may be offered. The course includes 10 hours of tuition in French for 
conveyancing. 

Study guides 

A detailed study guide has been developed by the visiting and adjunct professors in each module 
and approved by the Board of Examiners. These are updated every year. You will receive printed 
versions of each guide in ring-binders. The study guides provide an up-to-date and systematic 
account of each area of law and clear guidance on what is and is not covered by the syllabus for 
each module. Those for the first semester will be distributed at the September induction session to 
give you a month to read through the material before formal teaching starts. Study guides for the 
second semester will be distributed at the beginning of December.   

Virtual learning environment 

Once you have enrolled, you will have access to a virtual learning environment (VLE). This is 
accessible from any PC or laptop connected to the internet by logging on with a username and 
password at http://www.lawinstitute.je. 

There is an area of the VLE 
for each module on which 
you will find copies of the key 
cases, legislation and other 
material. The main teaching 
sessions are video or audio 
recorded and these are 
uploaded to the VLE for 
students who may want to 
listen again to discussion on 
a particular topic. A forum 
enables you to ask questions 
and exchange views before 
or after each study weekend. 
There is also a diary tool so 
that you can download 
details of the dates and times 
of the study weekends into 
Outlook or other calendars. 

 

Additional guidance and support 

Visiting and adjunct professors can offer guidance and support outside the study weekends. If you 
want to, you may submit a written assignment for each module in order to receive feedback on 
your progress. 

Year 1, semester 2  Law of Immoveable Property x 2 
 Revision sessions for first year modules 
 Examinations in three papers in June-July or September 

 
Year 2, semester 1  Civil and Criminal Procedure x 2 

 
Year 2, semester 2  Contract Law x 2 

 Security on moveable property and bankruptcy x 1 
 Testate and Intestate Succession x 2 
 Revision sessions for second year modules 
 Examinations in three papers in June-July or September 
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In 2010-11, the Institute plans to offer additional evening classes led by local practitioners to focus 
on particular aspects of the syllabus or past exam questions. 

A range of revision events will be held after Easter. By this stage, you will be pulling-together and 
consolidating the material covered in the separate modules and beginning to focus on the 
examination.  The precise format of teaching in these weeks, and the timing of the sessions, will be 
determined by the needs of individual students but can be expected to include: supplementary 
lectures on any aspects of the course students want to go over again; opportunities for one-to-one 
meetings with the adjunct or visiting professor in each module; and looking at past examination 
questions. 

Facilities at Law House 

All teaching takes place at Law House at 1 Seale Street, St Helier (next to the Town Hall). An air-
conditioned seminar room is equipped with a smartboard, wi-fi and a printer. Students may book 
the seminar room for group study when it is not otherwise in use. There is a kitchen with a 
microwave, tea, coffee and chilled water facilities.  

The Law Library, holding books belonging to the Law Society, Royal Court and the Institute, is 
located on the top floor. This also has wi-fi and a printer. Entry to the building is controlled by key 
fobs, issued on enrolment. 

French language classes 

Jersey lawyers need to have a working knowledge of French. Although the study guide for each 
module provides English translations or explanations of French terminology, any prospective 
student who has not studied French to at least GCSE standard (or equivalent) should consider 
taking general French lessons before embarking on the Jersey Law Course. 

The module in which an ability to read and understand French is most obviously needed is 
Immovable Property and Conveyancing. Candidates may be asked to provide advice (in English) 
on contracts of purchase written in French. The Jersey Law Course includes 10 one-hour classes 
for groups of about 12 students on French for conveyancing.  (Some students choose to have 
additional private tuition with the Alliance Française or another tutor). 

Administration 

The Institute of Law’s manager, Lori-Ann Foley (lori-ann.foley@lawinstitute.ac.je), is responsible 
for day-to-day administrative matters. Professor Andrew Le Sueur 
(andrew.lesueur@lawinstitute.ac.je) is the part-time director of studies. Enquiries from prospective 
students are welcome. Students have regular opportunities to provide feedback on the course. 

Relationship between the Institute of Law and the Board of Examiners  

The Institute of Law and the Board of Examiners (established under the Advocates and Solicitors 
(Jersey) Law 1997) have an arm’s length relationship. The 1997 Law permits the Board to co-opt 
‘members who are experienced in setting and marking examinations in law but who need not be 
advocates or solicitors’. The visiting professors on the Jersey Law Course have been co-opted. 
The role of the visiting professors in the assessment process ensures that examination questions 
reflect the material that has been covered during the course.  As previously noted, the Board of 
Examiners also has a role in formally approving the study guides. 

The examinations 

You should familiarise yourself with the Advocates and Solicitors (Qualifying Examination) Rules 
1997 as amended (www.jerseylaw.je/LawStudents/Legislation/default.aspx). The Rules stipulate 
that examinations are held in two periods each year: in June-July and September. Each of these 
periods counts as a separate session. At least two papers must be taken in any session entered. 
All six papers must be passed within six successive sessions. The Institute has no direct 
involvement in candidates’ enrolment for the exams or their organisation. Candidates should liaise 
directly with the Board of Examiners if they have any queries (R.Traisnel@gov.je or telephone 
01534 441103). The Board of Examiners make the examination results available within six weeks 
of the exams. This allows students who fail any exams in the June/July session to resit them in the 
September session. 
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Fees for 2010-11 

The fees for the 2010-11 academic year are unchanged from the previous year. 

 Instalment 1 Instalment 2 

Whole of the Jersey Law Course in one year: £4,750 payable in August 
2010 

£4,750 payable in December 
2010 

Whole of the Jersey Law Course spread over 
two years: 

£5,000 payable in August 
2010 

£5,000 payable in August 
2011 

Fee per module (for students taking only 
some modules or the whole course over 
three years): 

£1,600 payable before the start of the semester in which the 
module(s) is taught 

The fee includes the examination fee for the ‘first sit’ of each of the six required papers. A further 
fee may be required by the Board of Examiners for further attempts.  

Tutors 

Profiles of the visiting and adjunct professors are available on the Institute website. 

Academic prerequisites for qualifying as an advocate or solicitor 

Under the relevant legislation (see above) it is necessary for a person seeking to qualify as an 
advocate or solicitor in Jersey to have either (i) a recognised law degree or (ii) a degree in another 
subject and a Graduate Diploma in Law before taking the Jersey Law Course. For qualification as 
an advocate it is necessary also to have a professional legal qualification in another jurisdiction 
(such as being called to the Bar or enrolled as a solicitor in England and Wales). 

From September 2010, the Institute of Law will be offering tuition for students studying for a law 
degree through the University of London External System: please see the Institute’s website for 
further information. 

Practical experience 

The Advocates and Solicitors (Jersey) Law 1997 requires a person seeking to qualify in Jersey to 
have been employed in a law office for a specified period of time immediately preceding the 
person’s application to be admitted as a solicitor or advocate in Jersey. For this reason, the Jersey 
Law Course is normally taken by people who are already employed in a law office in Jersey (so the 
system is different from that in England and Wales where professional law courses are taken 
before seeking a training contract or pupillage). 

Students with disabilities 

The Institute welcomes applications from students with disabilities. Please contact the Institute as 
early as possible to discuss any special needs. 

Disclaimer 

The information given in this prospectus is correct at the time of going to press. The Institute will 
make every effort to deliver the Jersey Law Course in the ways described here; circumstances 
may, however, arise which make it necessary to make changes to the content, delivery and timing 
of tuition.  The draft calendar on the following page is not set in stone: use it for general 
guidance only at this stage. 
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2010-2011 JERSEY LAW COURSE DRAFT CALENDAR   

 

6 August: last day for 
application s to join the course 

AUGUST 2010 
M T W Th F S S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

 SEPTEMBER 2010 
M T W Th F S S 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
 

3 Sept: Induction event 
 
 Study guides distributed.    

     
 
1-3 Oct:  study weekend for 
Jersey legal system 
 
Opportunity to submit written 
assignment  
 
8-10 Oct: study weekend for 
civil procedure 
 
22-24 Oct-: study weekend for 
criminal procedure 

OCTOBER 2010 
M T W Th F S S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

 NOVEMBER 2010 
M T W Th F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
 

5-7 Nov: study weekend for  
Jersey constitutional law     
 
19-21 Nov or 26-27 Nov: study 
weekend for option papers 
(Trusts, Company or Family 
Law) 

3-5 Dec or 10-12 Dec: second 
study weekend for option 
papers (Trusts, Company or 
Family law) 
Study guides for second 
semester distributed; use 
holiday period to read into 
contract law 

DECEMBER 20109 
M T W Th F S S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
 

 JANUARY 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

 
14-16 Jan: study weekend for 
contract 
 
28-30 Jan:  study weekend for 
security on moveable property 
and bankruptcy 

11-13 Feb:  second study 
weekend for contract 
 
25-27 Feb:  study weekend for 
Immoveable Property 

FEBRUARY 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       
 

 MARCH 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
 

 
 
11-13 March: second study 
weekend for Immoveable 
property 
 
25-27 March: first  study 
weekend for Succession 
 

 
8-9 April: second study 
weekend on Succession 
 
26-30 April:   range of revision 
classes, one-to-one 
consultations with visiting or 
adjunct professors 

APRIL 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
 

 MAY 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

 
16 May – 12 June: range of 
revision classes, one-to-one 
consultations with visiting or 
adjunct professors 

29 June – 6 July: possible dates 
for first examination period 
(students take  either 2, 3 or 6 
papers, depending on whether 
they are taking the 1-year or 2-
year or 3-year programmes) 

JUNE 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
 

 JULY 2011 
M T W Th F S S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

 


